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1 Reason for Contribution

OMA-ARC-2005-0240-Proposal-for-an-Architecture-Application-Notes-document has been submitted.
2 Summary of Contribution

This contribution provides comments to OMA-ARC-2005-0240-Proposal-for-an-Architecture-Application-Notes-document. 

3 Detailed Proposal

We recognize the possible value of introducing the notion of notes within OMA. 

However it is important to understand some of the key principles and implications.

Our comments are based on our analysis of similar publications by other standard bodies (e.g. W3C Notes and IETF internet drafts as well as informational or experimental RFCs).

We note that OMA process recognizes white papers produced by WGs or BOFs as part of approved WIDs or BOF activities. These documents are clearly identified as expected deliverables.

Such documents are WG documents, approved by OMA. As such they must be approved by the WG/BOF and the OMA TP.

Other standard bodies offer mechanism for individual companies to be published by the standard body. Rules exist for such publication (e.g. appropriate IPR declaration, WG agreement of relevance etc…). In such cases it is an individual publication and not a WG or SDO publication, that is published on the SDO / WG web site as related material contributed to the WG. Such publication are unrelated of the specification release.
Note that these mechanisms are provided typically by SDOs that do not have other ways for companies to log / publish their contributions in referencable contributions. OMA provides such mechanisms: any contribution is referencable and public if indicated so. They remain available after disposition.
Note also that OMA does not have the notion of such individual white paper published in a WG permanent document area. This may be added, but should be done at the OMA TP level and approved by TP.

Once published, such documents may not need to be updated. Updates of course should be possible and treated as new contributions.

There are no reasons to link this new class of document to enabler releases as they are not OMA but individual publications.  They should not be published as part of the enabler release package.
Note that members could instead publish the material in other scientific or trade related journals, conferences, or company white papers.
Therefore, we are not supporting the notion that the notes proposed in OMA-ARC-2005-0240-Proposal-for-an-Architecture-Application-Notes-document should be published solely based on statement of interest by one or multiple members. They require ARC agreement and OMA TP approval and therefore must be relevant to the WG activities, recognized as appropriate collaterals, best practices or analyses etc…

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

We recommend that ARCH agrees with the analysis presented in section 3.
Therefore, we recommend that if the submitter still so desire, we propose that the notion of individual white paper (notes) be passed to OP for evaluation.

Until this is done, we believe that ARCH may decide to publish white papers aligned with its WIDs. However such documents must reflect the agreement of the WG and must not be based solely on being deemed of interest by some members or being place holder for inputs to on-going activities. The white paper must represent the group status as it evolves and a contribution may evolve to contain other interesting material. While noted it can still be used and if evolving, it can be done via evolving contributions. The MAE WG has used such a mechanism to capture progressive consensus on the multimodal and multi-device enabler architecture prior to introduction in a permanent document. This approach should remain in place and baseline permanent document should not be repository of not agreed upon material! We recommend that this be the modus operandi of ARCH for now.
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