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1 Reason for Contribution

The documents included in 93R03 have introduced the terms BLOB and templates. While the terms are explained in 93R03, section 5.1,2, ARC agreed to assign AI047 for providing clearer definitions. This contribution addresses AI 047.

For convenience, the text of section 5.1.2 in the PEEM TS has been reproduced here:

The policies determine how to interpret the incoming data parameters and how to construct outgoing parameters. Templates define what input parameters are expected to be provided as input by the requestor for the consumption by the policy and what output parameters may be generated by the policy for the requestor’s consumption.

Templates are defined to permit binding of the PEM-1 interface to as many of the known bindings as possible.

A template is normative, as defined in section 5.1.3, (i.e. defined by OMA and included with the PEEM specifications) or Custom (e.g. defined by the Service Provider which deploys PEEM). A template defines the input and output data structure.  The actual input is interpreted by the policy, and the generated output is determined by the policy. Policy and templates should be designed considering the constraints of the requester and service provider who defines the policies.

Revision R01 addresses comments received after the submission of the original contribution.
2 Summary of Contribution

Introduce definitions for terms used in the PEM-1 TS. This summary also describes the model behind the use of template:

1. templates 
are a means to consolidate parameters that are deemed necessary for policy evaluation in one instance or another. Parameters have associated types, and are qualified as mandatory, or conditional, or optional
. Templates are defined in a technology-neutral way. 
2. a combination of templates chosen to be used to fulfil one or more cases 
needed to be supported becomes a “standard template” (or a “custom template”, but we will leave the discussion on “custom” uses out – since the only change is that it is performed outside the scope of specification
).
3. one or more technologies to realize the templates are then agreed. 

4. once a technology is agreed, template bindings are produced by mapping a standard template to the specific technology selected. Template bindings will be specified in a way that is consistent with the normal use of that technology, so that it meets the expectations of the audience that is involved in such a use (e.g. text/tables and/or XML and/or EBNF and/or ABNF, etc … and the description methodology may differ from one template binding to another). 

5. it is expected that to complete a flow, several messages will be exchanged. Those messages may include a sequence that will be dependent on the specific template bindings associated with the standard templates, and will be separately documented for each agreed template binding.

OMA-TS-PEEM-V1_0-20060328-D_proposal_PEM-1_Compromise_FTF_edits-147R01 provides suggested impact of the new definitions on the TS baseline.

3 Detailed Proposal

3.2 Definitions

	Binary Large OBject
	An object that can hold any digitized information. A Binary Large Object (BLOB) does not define a specific data structure but instead can convey / contain any data structure.


	PEM-1 Template
	A sequence of parameters that defines an input/output data structure to be used as PEEM PEM-1 interface or part of it. A PEM-1 Template may include mandatory and/or optional parameters. It is defined in a technology neutral way
.

	PEM-1 Template Binding
	A PEM-1 Template representation associated with a specific technology.

	Standard PEM-1 Template 
	A PEM-1 Template specified by OMA. A Standard PEM-1 Template is composed from one or more PEM-1 Templates. 

	Custom PEM-1 Template
	A PEM-1 Template specified outside OMA (e.g. by Service Providers). A Custom PEM-1 Template is composed from one or more PEM-1 Templates.

	Standard PEM-1 Template Binding 
	A PEM-1 Template Binding specified by OMA. 

	Custom PEM-1 Template Binding
	A PEM-1 Template Binding specified outside OMA (e.g. by Service Providers).

	PEM-1 Template specific Message Sequences
	Message sequences (e.g. requests, responses, asynchronous messages) associated with a particular PEM-1 flow
, supported by a PEM-1 Template or realized using a PEM-1 Template Binding.

	Internal Policy
	A policy that is managed using the PEEM Policy Management Interface (PEM-2). The policy is provided via PEM-2, prior to a request being made through PEM-1.

	External Policy
	A policy that is not managed using the PEEM Policy Management Interface (PEM-2).  The policy is provided by value or reference at the time of a PEM-1 request, as part of that request.


Editor’s note: Templates described in a normative section are – by default – normative (meaning that when used, the way it is described should be the way that they are used. In order to remove confusion, we have here introduced the notion of “standard” (instead of normative) to distinguish from the generic “template” and from the outside of scope “custom template”. As such, in the baseline TS we will have to change “normative” to “standard”.

3.3 Abbreviations
	BLOB
	Binary Large OBject


Impact on TS baseline draft

The impact of the proposed definition in captured in OMA-TS-PEEM-V1_0-20060328-D_proposal_PEM-1_Compromise_FTF_edits-v1.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Agree the detailed proposal in this document for inclusion in the PEM-1 TS draft.










�What technology is used to specify templates?  English?


�Are attribute identifiable by means of a ‘identifier’?  Having identifiers for attributes would help when identifying which attribute is responsible for conveying what.  The alternative would be to use the attribute description as the means to uniquely identify the attribute.  Note that 121R03 does seem to include identifiers per parameter.


�Not sure this is needed or even appropriate. I would like to drop the whol sentence (starting Ther may be …) altogether


�The selection of ‘cases’ should also be based on well-understood criteria.  At present, no list of ‘cases is known to Telcordia.


�Can it be clarified if the authors foresee one or more standard templates addressing the same ‘case’?


�I do not believe that we soudl make this constraint. Definitively not at this stage. I would like to drop…


�Are technologies agreed per template or for the callable interface? (a.k.a. PEM-1)


�Should there be also some text explaining the role of preambles?  


�In bullet 1 of Section 2 above we noticed that parameters are ‘typed’ and can be ‘conditional’.  These characteristics are not reflected in the definition.


In 146 we mention that template parameter come with identifiers.  We like to see clarified if parameters have identifiers (i.e. can be identifyable). 


We like to see clarified if there is a distinction between a ‘framework’ template (i.e. generic parameters) and ‘template’ using that ‘framework’ (parameters for specific 'uses', e.g. GPM or CBCS).


�What is a particular PEM-1 flow? Is that a particular use case?
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