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1 Reason for Contribution

Several ADs constructed by the ARC group (but none from any other WG that I’m aware of) explicitly show a proxy interface in the architecture figure.  The I0 (callable) interface of an enabler must be shown in such architecture pictures because it represents how other enablers can reuse the subject enabler.  And this I0 interface will be defined in the enabler specification.
However, the above reasons for showing the callable interface of an enabler do not apply to the proxy usage of an enabler.  We should not show a proxy interface in any architecture picture, though we can still state in the text that the enabler can be deployed in a proxy mode (as well as in callable mode).
2 Summary of Contribution

This contribution proposes removing proxy interface lines from architecture pictures for PEEM, CBCS, and any others that the ARC group has produced.  The text saying that the enabler can be deployed in proxy mode should be left in the document.
3 Detailed Proposal

It is important to show an enabler’s I0 callable interface in the enabler’s architecture figure, and to completely define that interface in the Technical Specification.  This interface, customized to various protocol bindings, is that way that enabler implementations will reuse other enablers.  
A proxy deployment of an enabler implementation however does not require any specification effort.  By the nature of a proxy, it is deployed on the transport path between a requestor and destination component without changing the interface as exposed by the destination component and seen by the requestor component.  The proxy implementation MUST not alter either the requestor or destination.  The proxy component implements the specification of the enabler; the implementation (but not the specification) must understand the message formats that passes through it, and performs the functions defined by the specification.  If an implementation of an enabler (e.g., CBCS) is placed in the path between a MMS client and an MMS server, then the implementation must understand and process the MMS messages; if an implementation of that same enabler is placed in the path between a browser and an HTTP server, then the implementation must understand and process the HTML messages.  The enabler specification will NOT say anything about how to understand the various message flows (and therefore implement the proxy interface), but will only describe how what function to be performed on the messages.
The architecture pictures show how components of the enabler and how external resources interact with the enabler according to the specifications.  The specification will define any callable interfaces (I0s) but there is no specification material that will describe the proxy interface because this is a completely implementation and deployment-specific choice based on the protocols (either standard or proprietary) being proxied (ie intercepted).
Therefore, we conclude that the proxy interface should NOT be explicitly shown in architecture diagrams.  The text of an AD or TS might say that the function makes sense to be deployed in a proxy mode, but nothing more needs to be said since nothing in the AD or TS will state how to perform the proxy process.  

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

We recommend that ARC discuss this proposal in section 3 above.  If ARC agrees that this is the proper direction for ADs, then I will submit CRs to correct affected documents.
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