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In response to LS “OMA-LS_914-OMA_ARC_to_GSMA_on_RESTful_Network_APIs_and_RCS_APIs-20110622” GSMA would like to inform you that there has been renewed interest in Rich Communications resulting from announcements made in Barcelona by major operators committing to launch RCS-e. As a result you will have noted a steady increase in activity among mobile operators planning launches and consequent coverage in the media. 
 

The GSMA has initiated a Rich Communications Ecosystem project (RCE) which has highlighted the fact that in order to build a global Rich Communications ecosystem we must build confidence in the market place among a wider group of stakeholders. 
We regret  that the Consistency Review has been delayed from 2011-06-01 (as originally planned) to 1 December 2011 however we recognize that this delay is due to new structure of the OMA Network APIs and the agreed way forward of OMA in the Network APIs area. However we would like to confirm our interest in Rich Communication APIs and we would like to recommend to you to finalize this work in the revised timescales that you have indicated.

In order to ensure that the necessary APIs are available for the RCE developer ecosystem, the API Tiger Team has been initiated within the RCE project with responsibility for defining the API model and requirements, and ensuring the technical definition and standardization of the RCS-e APIs in continuation with the past activities.  We have identified that few extensions to the current Rich Communications API specifications are needed and we are planning to prepare a CR against the current set of APIs (related mainly to chat API). 

Regarding the requested actions:

RCS APIs detailed requirements document is now available on GSMA website hence OMA can reference it from the Requirements documents of RC-APIs and Autho4API and when appropriate. The GSMA document may be found at the below URL:  http://www.gsmworld.com/documents/RCEAPI01_003_-_RCS_API_requirements_v1.pdf as indicated to OMA at their meeting in Budapest (27-30 June).

· No joint conferences are envisioned up to now. Anyhow, RCE API Tiger Team will be very happy to provide any further clarification or feedback about the RCS APIs.

Conclusion and actions:
GSMA RCE would like to thank OMA for the specification work on RCS API done until now and would request OMA to provide insights or draft versions of the available technical specifications in order to be able to provide any further clarification or feedback to OMA.

GSMA RCE would like to continue the successful cooperation with OMA on REST API.
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