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1. Overall Description:

CT3 would like to thank OMA for the LS on Request for information about activities relating to application driven quality of service available on an end user connection.
CT3 would like to inform OMA about how 3GPP is currently offering QoS control towards the applications and the activities being carried out in the area for the next 3GPP release (3GPP Release 12).
3GPP has specified the Rx reference point between the 3GPP AF (Application Function) and the 3GPP PCRF (Policy Control and Charging Rules Function). The Application Function is a 3GPP element offering applications that require dynamic policy and/or charging cover over the IP-CAN user plane. The AF communicates with the PCRF to provide service information required for policy decisions as well as to receive network specific information. The PCRF would use this information to adapt the resources in the network to the application demands and to allow proper charging. The reference point is defined in 3GPP TS 29.214. 
It is possible that external applications, i.e.  Application Service Providers (ASP), have a business relationship with the operator so that the user can make use of the services provided by those Service Providers. In that case, it is CT3 understanding that the AF in the operator network can serve these ASPs being the point of entrance towards the core network, keeping the ASP transparent to the internals of the network (topology, addressing, protocol to be used, etc.). 
It is also possible that the AF may be a third-application server. It is CT3 understanding that in that case this AF belongs to the trusted domain where the applications offered by the own operator reside.

Figure N.1-1 extracted from 3GPP TS 23.203 is an example of a deployment where 3GPP PCC (Policy and Charging Control) can be used by an ASP to get sponsored data connectivity. It is CT3 understanding that the relationship between the AF and ASP is outside the scope of 3GPP.
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3GPP WG CT3 has initiated an Study Item to study the XML based access of the AF to the PCRF. The scope of this work is to provide an XML based equivalent to the Diameter based signalling that is specified in 3GPP TS 29.214. The definition of the protocol, the addition of a protocol converter between the AF and the PCRF and the security and charging implications in case of 3rd-party Service Providers are part of the scope of this study.
It is CT3 understanding that 3GPP is responsible for the definition of the Rx reference point. On the other hand, as indicated in 3GPP TS 22.127, clause 1, applications which make use of network functionality offered through the OSA interface are not standardised by 3GPP. The 3GPP AF has to be seen as the glue between applications and network functionality with regards to on demand policy and charging control. 

From that perspective, there should be no collision between the work in OMA and 3GPP. CT3 would like to make OMA aware that currently:
- Any API defined in OMA that has no equivalent functionality in 3GPP is not supported by the network.
- Not all the requirements defined in 3GPP TS 22.127 are currently supported by 3GPP at architecture and protocol level. 
Any additional requirement should be added following the 3GPP procedures, at the corresponding working group (e.g. SA2 for architecture impacts).
2. Actions:

To  OMA.

ACTION: 
CT3 asks OMA to take this information into consideration.
3. Date of Next TSG-CT3 Meetings:

3GPPCT3#74-BIS
7 - 11 Oct 2013
Porto, Portugal
3GPPCT3#75
11-15 Nov 2013
San Francisco, US
_1344927439.doc
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