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Open Mobile Alliance

attn. Mark Cataldo, TP chair

Mark.Cataldo@openwave.com
12 December 2005

Liaison Statement

Dear OMA colleagues,

We thank you for your liaison statement of November the 17th in respect of 

· Request for receiving the latest DVB IP Datacast over DVB-H Specifications

· Harmonization of specifications

· OMA observer in DVB-CBMS meetings

In this liaison, the DVB-CBMS group is sending references to the latest IP Datacast over DVB-H specifications, and discussing the harmonization of specifications. 

As further action in the harmonization direction, DVB-CBMS group studied the OMA-BCAST specification drafts in its last meeting. The group focused in particular on the Delivery, Service Guide and DVB-H Adaptation specification drafts. In the scope of the new features identified for the next phase specifications (Phase 2) CBMS will address in 2006, and in order to minimize the possible differences between DVB CBMS and OMA BCAST specifications, DVB CBMS also figured out reasonable to pay further attention to analyse OMA BCAST specs against DVB CBMS requirements for the next features and adapting / adopting the OMA BCAST solutions whenever appropriate.

Finally, the situation in respect of OMA observership is still under discussion within DVB but DVB welcomes the interim arrangement proposed by OMA-BCAST.

Latest IP Datacast over DVB-H specifications

DVB IP Datacast specifications can now be found in www.dvb-h-online.org/technology.htm, including the audio/video codecs specification. These documents are:

· A096 - IP Datacast over DVB-H: Set of Specifications for Phase 1

· A097 - IP Datacast over DVB-H: Use Cases and Services 

· A098 - IP Datacast over DVB-H: Architecture 

· A079r1 - IP Datacast over DVB-H: PSI/SI

· A101 - IP Datacast over DVB-H: Content Delivery Protocols (CDP)

· A099 - IP Datacast over DVB-H: Electronic Service Guide (ESG) 

· A100 - IP Datacast over DVB-H: Service Purchase and Protection (SPP)

· A084r1 - Specification for the use of Video and Audio Coding in DVB services delivered directly over IP Protocols

Harmonization with OMA-BCAST

The analysis of the OMA BCAST Delivery document led the group to the conclusion that it has many similarities with the DVB Content Delivery Protocols specification. It is expected that harmonization on this particular topic should be easily achievable.

The study of the OMA BCAST Service Guide document suggested to breakdown the harmonization process into two parts: on one side the data model itself and possibly the encapsulation, on the other side the ESG delivery. DVB-CBMS assessed that the harmonization at the level of the data model is a challenging activity that may not be achievable in very short term. On the contrary, the group identified that it is feasible to generate a subset of the delivery part of the DVB ESG specification compatible with the OMA-BCAST SG delivery. The DVB-CBMS group intends to provide in the next week or two a slide set providing a mapping of related parts of the ESG encapsulation and transport in the OMA and DVB specifications to ease the exchange of views and proposals for harmonization of these specifications.

Finally, DVB-CBMS would consider provisioning in the DVB ESG bootstrapping information for information that would allow terminals to identify which data model is used for the ESG.

The DVB-CBMS group also studied the DVB- adaptation document but could not understand in details the scope of the document and the process to complete it. It is group’s understanding that the document will gather text explaining concretely how to adapt other OMA-BCAST specifications over DVB-H. The group noted that the DVB-H adaptation specification could deserve some level of joint work consisting for instance in DVB-CBMS reviewing the successive versions of that document in DVB-CBMS.

DVB-CBMS would like to ask OMA-BCAST further clarifications on the exact scope of the document and level of details expected to be achieved and the level of cooperation required from DVB-CBMS.

Kind regards,

George Martinez

DVB CBMS Chair
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