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BAC Push Charter

1. Description and Goal

Push refers to the delivery of information without the recipient having to request it.  In the familiar web model, a client requests (pulls) content from a web server.  With push, the server could deliver the content to the client without the client requesting it.

In the “normal” client/server model, a client requests a service or information from a server, which then responds in transmitting information to the client.  This is known as pull technology; the client pulls information from the server.  Browsing the World Wide Web is a typical example of pull technology, where a user enters a URL (the request) that is sent to a server, and the server answers by sending a WEB page (the response) to the user.

In contrast to this, there is also push technology, which is also based on the client/server model, but where there is no explicit request from the client before the server transmits its content.  The WAP Push framework introduces a means to transmit information to a device without a user request.

The OMA BAC PUSH sub-working group (Push) is a technical committee operating under the Browsing and Content Group (BAC).  Its purpose is to write and maintain OMA Push specifications, and serve as an OMA technical expert group in matters related to push.  To date, it has created one or more versions of nine specifications (Cache Operations, Service Indication, Push Access Protocol, Service Loading, Push Architectural Overview, Push Proxy Gateway Service, Push Over-the-Air Protocol, Push Message and E-Mail Notification).

2. Scope

The scope of Push’s work includes:

· Continued development of Push requirements and the Push Framework architecture

· Specification of protocols used to provide push services

· Specification of element functionality (e.g., Push Proxy Gateway) necessary for the transport and handling of push-related messages from Push Initiator through to the Terminal

· Maintenance and/or deprecation of existing Push specifications

· Specification of basic content types necessary for or helpful to Push

· Specification of special content types which use the Push Framework and are helpful for particular services

· Liaison with other technical groups, both inside and outside of the OMA, as necessary to provide internally-consistent and externally-convergent specifications

Push’s scope can be extended by BAC (as long as the extension is within the scope of the BAC Charter) at its discretion.  Push will submit a revised charter to BAC, should it request an extension of its scope.

3. Criteria for Success

The criteria for success are:

· The ability of the OMA Push technologies to meet the goals of OMA and evolve with new user and business requirements.
· The timeliness in initiating and delivery of appropriate new and updated technologies within the scope of the approved work items.
· The consistency, completeness, and conformance (as defined by the IOP group) of the application specifications for which Push is responsible. 
· The maintenance of the specifications for which Push is responsible (timeliness in identifying and solving problems, conflicts, and challenges)
· The timeliness in integrating existing application technologies from organizations consolidating with OMA, thereby ensuring an effective and speedy migration path.
4. Duration

Push is expected to exist while there are new features or functions to be specified and maintained within the scope of its charter. BAC may close Push at any time should the need arise. The Technical Plenary may cease the work area covered by Push or move it to another OMA working group as required. Push will review its charter at least annually and seek BAC approval and any other required approvals.

5. Schedule and Deliverables

Push’s schedule and deliverables will be those being undertaken by the group as a whole resulting from the assignment of work items by, or the enhancement of existing deliverables with the concurrence of, the Technical Plenary (delegated by BAC).

6. Resource Requirements

Push requires the following resources from BAC, OMA and members:

· OMA staff assistance in arranging meetings – see section 10

· OMA email and web site services for member access – see section 10

· FTP access for at least the chairman of Push

· OMA Liaison services – see section 7

· Members to permit representatives to donate their time and expertise to further Push activities

No guarantee of commitment level is required, e.g. percentage of working time.  However, members are encouraged to permit their representatives to donate as much time as possible to bring new functions to market as quickly as possible and with the best quality possible.

7. Overlap with External Organisations

Push may have overlaps and, if such is the case, desires to cooperate with a number of external organizations, a non-exhaustive list being:

· Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) – for its Internet technologies

· 3GPP – for protocols, function and content

· 3GPP2 – for protocols, function and content

· World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) – for its Internet content specifications and architectures

Cooperation with external organizations will utilize any liaison vehicles open to OMA sub-working groups and any OMA approved means of open collaboration. Push will seek approval by BAC for all its liaison activities.

8. Co-ordination with other OMA Activities

Push will coordinate its work with the following (non-exhaustive) list of groups:

· BAC and its sub-groups on push-related applications

· BAC and the OMA Technical Plenary on the approval of work items

· BAC on the approval of its charter and on process related issues

· BAC and the Requirements Group to seek approval of requirements for ongoing work items.

· The Architecture Group and its sub-groups on architectural issues affective OMA as a whole.  In particular, the Architecture Consistency sub-group of (Arch) will be closely worked with on the review of architectures being specified for new major features

· The Security WG for security related issues

· The MWG on messaging related work items

· PAG on presence and availability related work items

· DM on device management

· DS on data synchronization

· IOP for conformance test related issues

9. Meetings and Communication

Push will use the following meetings and communication vehicles to conduct drafting committee business:

· Meetings of one or more sessions, typically 1 day, in each OMA plenary meeting.  The facilities and arrangements for these meetings will be made in conjunction with OMA staff

· A conference call bridge number is used to progress specific work items 

· An email exploder OMA-Push@mail.openmobilealliance.org is available

· A web page is available under BAC on the OMA website including

· Permanent and non-permanent documents relating to the push group activities

· Agenda and minutes of meetings

· Inputs from member companies

10. Membership

The activities of Push are open to all representatives of member companies.  Domain experts in Internet, messaging, security, telephony, notification technologies and mobile network communication and services are encouraged to participate.
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