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1 Reason for Change

Following discussion in REL, group would like to consider situation where a motion to take item to vote originates on the floor.  The current process doc indicates that a chair makes the decision but does not provide any specific mechanism for members to make such a request.
R1 is based on changes proposed in email exchanges prior to discussion in a meeting of the committee.

R2 is based on final tweaking during the 08 Oct conference call.

2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

This change does not contradict existing practice, merely adds a potential source.
3 Impact on Other Specifications

This change may need to propagate, with expansion, to the chair guidance material.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

REL to review the changes in light of the desire to permit such member-driven votes.
6 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1:  Add support for motion to vote from group members
10.2 Using voting to achieve agreement

If consensus cannot be achieved, a vote MAY be used to reach a decision.  .  The vote may exceptionally be performed by a secret ballot if decided by the group. A vote may be conducted during a meeting (physically or electronically), or outside a meeting (electronically). Only one voting mechanism SHALL be used at any one time.

A vote conducted during a meeting  SHALL be permitted only if the document is not late and is on the agenda for the meeting.

The decision to utilize a vote may be made by the chair or may be the result of a request from any member.  After deciding to take a vote, the chair MAY permit limited discussion to help clarify the issues involved.


There are two types of votes:-

· Informal voting

· not binding on the group

· MAY be used to gauge sentiment and identify the level of support for the proposal within the group

· MAY take several forms (e.g. show of hands, email etc.) and do not require notice periods

· Formal voting

· binding on the group

· MAY be used to reach a final decision on a proposal.

The voting period (section Error! Reference source not found.) will commence once the proposal has been made available on the voting system. Proposals may be withdrawn before the end of the voting period. Proposals that are withdrawn and modified and resubmitted to the voting system will start a new voting period.

Formal votes shall be considered binding.  The results SHALL be presented to the parent group with a complete description of the issues and why the vote was taken.
A proposal in a formal vote shall be agreed if 67% or more of the votes cast are in favour. Abstentions or failure to submit a vote shall not be included in determining the number of votes cast. 

Eligibility to vote is noted in the Membership Rights.
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