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1 Description

Description and Objectives of Work to be Undertaken (including Justification and Use Cases):

In June 2012, the European Parliament and the Council have issued the Regulation (EU) No 531/2012(1) on roaming on public mobile communications networks within the Union

Published on the Official Journal of the European Union L 172 , 30/06/2012 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:172:SOM:EN:HTML
This Regulation introduces a common approach to ensuring that users of public mobile communications networks, when travelling within the Union, do not pay excessive prices for Union-wide roaming services in comparison with competitive national prices, when making calls and receiving calls, when sending and receiving SMS messages and when using packet switched data communication services, 

The aim is to encourage competition and enhance consumer choice.

This regulation introduces the “Separate sale of regulated retail roaming services”, i.e. users will be allowed to sign up for an alternative mobile roaming offer, separate from their contract for national mobile services, whilst using the same phone number.

The provider of such alternative offer is named Alternative Roaming Provider (ARP)

It’s mandatory for European MNO to adopt the new rules from 1 July 2014.

BEREC is in charge to provide specific technical guidance on the separate sale of regulated retail roaming services.
The Body of European Regulators for Electronic Communications (BEREC)  http://berec.europa.eu
The Commission together with BEREC has created a Stakeholder Forum as a cooperation platform for industry players in order to allow timely and consistent implementation of decoupling obligation across the EU. 

The Stakeholder Forum is in charge for identification and development of the necessary technical interfaces and specifications for the implementation of separate sale of roaming services by end of June 2013

The scope of work is limited to technical interfaces, whereas regulatory or commercial processes are considered to be outside the scope of the Forum remit.
Use Case

‘Separation’ will allow a customer to buy roaming services from a different provider (ARP) than its national services (Home MNO). Today all mobile services are offered in bundles, the customer has to buy national, international, and roaming services in a bundle from one operator. 

With ‘separation’, EU roaming services can be purchased individually, without all the other services

For customers nothing changes except that they have two contractual and billing relations instead of one: 

· one with an operator providing roaming services and 

· one with an operator providing national services
Alternative Roaming Provider (ARP) has a Wholesale contract with Home MNO to resell roaming services to end-customer under its own name and on its own account.

Customer has the flexibility to choose any ARP who has contract with its Home MNO

Customers keeps existing subscription with Home MNO for domestic services, unsubscribe existing roaming services and subscribes to roaming services of a ARP

Customer keeps its own phone number (i.e. MSISDN) and reuses its SIM
The roaming experience itself will remain the same as today: after going abroad customers switch on their mobiles and use it for any roaming service they want – voice, SMS and data and they will be able to make and receive calls under the same number as at home
The technical solution to implement roaming unbundling needs some interactions among the network elements and platforms of the actors involved. Some of these interactions will be realized through signaling interfaces and protocols, based on 3GPP standard. 

For some other interactions, such as provisioning, an approach based on Application Programming Interfaces (API) may be used.

The Stakeholder Forum has agreed to use a Network APIs approach between the MNO and the ARP for the “non realtime signaling interfaces”
Work Areas:

Provide RESTful Network API to be used for the interaction between the EU (European Union) MNOs and the Alternate Roaming Providers as requested by the mandatory EU Regulation on “Separate sale of regulated retail roaming services” – Article 4
Issues this Work Item is Aimed to Solve
This WI aims at provide an standard API for the interaction between MNO and ARP” according to a client-server architecture. The functionality to be implemented are related to “non realtime signalling interface. Use of RESTful Network API would lower the usage barrier for developers
Market Benefits:
The usage of standard APIs between the different ARPs-MNOs allows having an homogenous approach and a maximum degree of interoperability. 

Providing to ARPs with a common interface to the different MNOs permits to optimize investments for all the stakeholders.

Expected Market Penetration:
This functionality is mandatory by the European Commission for every EU MNO.

Complexity:
This API will follow the consolidated OMA REST NetAPI approach.

Time to Market:
It’s mandatory for European MNO to adopt the new rules for roaming  from 1 July 2014.

Uniqueness:
The RESTful API will follow the requirement coming from  the EU Stakeholder Forum
Existing Specifications or Documents Affected:

None

Linked Work Items:

None 

Linked Affected OMA Groups and External Fora

Internal OMA ARC
Externally: BEREC, European Commission
2 Planned Deliverables

Enabler Release Package:      FORMCHECKBOX 


(Full life-cycle work flow with specifications (RD, AD, TS, etc) and interoperability testing.)
Reference Release Package:  FORMCHECKBOX 


(One or more documents that support other Releases and that cannot be tested.)
	Please Indicate how requirements will be documented
	Select one

	Baseline (pre-existing) Requirements
	

	None
	

	Requirements are documented in an existing OMA RD or combined Release document (ER or RR)
	

	Reference to external requirements (note a CA/CF must be in place allowing for this)
	

	New Requirements
	

	None
	

	Create New OMA RD or combined Release (ER or RR)
	

	Update an existing OMA RD or combined Release document (ER or RR)
	

	Other (please describe) _____________________________________________________________
	

	Please Indicate how new requirements will be reviewed

(Note: If there are new requirements then these need to be reviewed)
	Select one

	RD Review at the end of the requirements phase
	

	Closure review at the end of the Requirements phase
	

	Requirements reviewed as part of the ER/RR at the end of the development phase
	

	No requirements review (please justify) (BEREC requirements document to be referenced in the TS)
	X

	

	Please Indicate how Architecture will be documented
	Select one

	New Architecture Document (AD) (or new version of existing AD)
	

	Architecture will be documented in combined Release document (ER or RR)
	

	Reference to external Architecture specification (note a CA/CF must be in place allowing for this)
	

	No Architecture documentation
	X

	Other (please describe) _____________________________________________________________
	

	Indicate how Architecture will be reviewed

(Note: If there are Architecture components then these need to be reviewed)
	Select one

	AD  Review at the end of the Architecture phase
	

	Closure Review at the end of the Architecture phase
	

	Architecture reviewed as part of the ER/RR at the end of the development phase
	

	No Architecture review (please justify)
	X

	

	Development Phase  (please indicate which type of deliverable(s) will be produced)
	Tick all that may apply

	Technical Specifications


	X

	Combined Release document (ER or RR)
	

	Data Description Specifications (e.g. Schema, MO, DDS, etc)
	

	White Paper
	

	Test Specifications (Deployment Suite)
	

	Other (please describe) _____________________________________________________________
	

	None
	

	Please Indicate how the release will be reviewed
	Select one

	Consistency review at the end of the development phase
	X

	Closure review when the Release is complete
	

	None (please justify) ________________________________________________________________
	


3 Impacts

	Service Requirements
	Arch
	Charging
	Security
	Privacy
	IOT

	Smart Card
	Terminals
	Servers
	Access
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	


Service Impacts:

None

Architecture Impacts:

None

Charging/Billing Impacts:

None

 Security Impacts:

None

 Privacy Impacts:

None

 IOT Impacts:

None
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